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Sprawling  Brazil  embraces  several  climates,  sev- 
eral modes  of  life,  several  civilizations.  Occupy- 
ing over  half  of  Soufh  America's  land  area,  it  often 
holds  center  stage  on  that  continent.  Brasilia,  its 
ultra-modern  capital  city,  is  one  of  its  showcase 
items  and  represents  overtly  its  thrust  toward  the 
future.  But  behind  the  scenes  various  pioneering 
areas  are  slowly  progressing. 

John  Dos  Bassos  writes  in  Holiday  magazine  of 
Goiania:  "when  I first  knew  it  eighteen  years  ago, 
it  was  a frontier  shantytown  with  a single  paved 
road  through  the  park  in  front  of  the  governor's 
mansion;  after  that,  muddy  ruts,  pigs  and  chickens 
in  the  streets.  Now  Goiania  is  a flourishing  farm- 
ing cenfer  of  more  than  200,000,  like  a more  rustic 
Omaha,  with  hospitals,  good  hotels,  rice  ware- 
houses, small  industries,  dozens  of  banks,  buses, 
suburbs  and  an  efficient  street-cleaning  depart- 
ment." 

Presbyterian  missionaries  began  working  in  this 
vast  country  in  1859.  Today  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Brazil  has  110,000  communicant 
members  in  803  congregations.  More  than  150 
missionaries  of  our  Church  serve  in  cooperafion 
with  this  national  church. 

They  work  in  a land  nominally  Roman  Catholic, 
but  becoming  increasingly  secular.  Various  forms 
of  spiritism  exist  among  the  Indian  tribes  of  the 
interior,  while  the  more  traditional  denomina- 
tions, especially  Methodists  and  Baptists,  will  be 
found  in  cities  throughout  the  country.  Pentecos- 
talism  has  attracted  many  adherents  in  recent 


years,  increasing  according  to  a recent  survey 
some  25  per  cent  each  year. 

Here,  then,  is  a brief  picture  of  the  country; 
what  follows  is  a look  at  our  work  there. 

Evangelism-In  the  North  of  Brazil,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Amazon,  the  mission  continues  to  cooper- 
ate in  the  evangelistic  program  in  and  around  the 
city  of  Belem.  There  churches  are  being  planted, 
nurtured  and  organized.  The  river  work  continues, 
as  many  areas  can  only  be  reached  by  boat.  Some 
congregations  and  communities  can  be  reached 
by  plane,  which  greatly  facilitates  the  work  of  the 
missionary.  With  bases  in  Sao  Luiz  and  Parnaiba, 
the  bearers  of  the  good  news  are  able  to  minister 
to  large  interior  fields.  They  also  share  in  the 
urban  work  which  is  largely  the  responsibility  of 
Brazilian  pastors  and  the  presbyteries  to  which 
they  belong. 

In  the  Northeast  of  Brazil,  as  well  as  in  the 
Central  Area,  the  Far  West  and  the  Deep  South, 
the  mission  cooperates  with  the  presbyteries  of 
the  Brazilian  Church.  In  some  sections  it  assumes 
sole  responsibility.  Your  missionaries  are  pastors 
of  local  congregations,  evangelists-at-large,  direc- 
tors of  Christian  Education,  and  itinerant  musi- 
cians. The  conference  grounds  near  Goiania  has 
intensified  its  camp  program  for  men's  groups, 
women's  groups  and  young  people;  serving  the 
surrounding  presbyteries  of  the  Brazilian  Church 
as  well  as  the  congregations  and  groups  in  so- 
called  mission  territory.  Progress  continues  to  be 
made  on  editorial  work  necessary  for  publishing 
a children's  hymnal  that  will  serve  all  churches. 


Primary  schools  (note  words  "escola  primaria")  continue  to  meet  a need  in  both  the 
vast  interior  of  Brazil  and  in  urban  areas  where  there  aren't  enough  public  schools. 
Many  of  them  meet  in  church  buildings  during  the  week.  Missionaries  are  striving 
to  upgrade  their  program  of  teaching. 
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Education— The  secondary  schools,  which  are 
now  under  autonomous  boards  but  continue  to 
be  a major  responsibility  of  the  mission,  report 
a good  year.  This  is  in  recognition  of  the  high 
priority  that  must  be  given  in  this  era  to  student 
work.  The  Agnes  Erskine,  the  Fifteenth  of  No- 
vember, and  Gammon  Institute  minister  to  an 
important  segment  of  Brazilian  life.  While  the 
boarding  departments  have  either  dwindled  or 
disappeared  (due  to  more  public  schools  being 
provided  by  the  government)  the  enrollment 
continues  at  an  adequate  level. 

The  mission's  primary  schools  continue  to  meet 
a need  in  both  the  vast  interior  of  Brazil  and  in 
urban  areas  where  there  are  not  enough  public 
schools.  The  schools  minister,  not  only  to  the 
children  of  the  evangelical  community  but  also 
to  other  underprivileged  children.  The  missionary 
supervisors  strive  to  upgrade  their  effectiveness, 
as  they  improve  both  the  program  of  teaching  and 
the  materials  used.  Those  schools  which  have 
been  turned  over  to  the  Brazilian  Church,  such 
as  the  Armstrong  School  in  Campo  Belo  and  the 
Erasmo  Braga  School  in  Dourados,  continue  to 
share  in  the  training  of  Christian  youth.  The  sub- 
sidy which  they  receive  from  the  mission  is  on 
a diminishing  scale  and,  in  the  not  too  distant 
future,  they  will  be  self-supporting. 


Clinics  along  the  BR-14  Highway  bring  rudimen- 
tary medical  assistance  to  those  whose  isolated 
existence  cuts  them  off  from  more  sophisticated 
aid. 


The  Edward  Lane  Clinic,  founded  by  descendants  of  the  first  Presbyterian  US  missionary 
in  Brazil,  serves  as  an  important  medical  center.  Here  medical  personnel  from  our 
various  clinics  can  get  diagnostic  assistance  and  consultation. 
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Two  institutions  have  enhanced  their  programs 
in  areas  that  make  an  important  financial  dif- 
ference to  their  students.  Most  Brazilian  pastors 
find  it  necessary  to  receive  income  from  a second 
job  in  order  to  provide  for  their  families.  Very  few 
churches  indeed  could  support  a second  employ- 
ee, a director  of  Christian  education.  In  this  situa- 
tion, accreditation  and  standing  take  on  new  sig- 
nificance for  they  qualify  graduates  to  become 
self-supporting  while  giving  service  in  a needy 
field  to  a local  church.  Thus  the  mission  has  re- 
joiced that  the  Lay  Institute  in  Brasilia  has  estab- 
lished a Normal  (or  Teacher  Training)  Course.  And 
that  the  Bible  Institute  in  Patrocinio  has  been 
accredited  as  a secondary  school. 


boy  has  entered  the  Recife  Seminary  to  study  for 
the  ministry;  others  have  indicated  their  intention 
to  do  likewise. 

Medical— Clinics  continue  to  be  operated  in  iso- 
lated and  underprivileged  areas.  A branch  of  the 
Lane  Clinic  (located  in  Campinas,  Sao  Paulo)  con- 
tinues to  function  in  the  deep  interior  of  Brazil, 
on  the  Belem-Brasilia  highway.  A faithful,  talented 
and  efficient  Brazilian  nurse  directs  this  ministry 
under  the  supervision  of  the  doctors  of  the  Lane 
Clinic.  They  make  quarterly  visits,  while  the  nurse 
carries  the  load  of  the  day-by-day  operation.  This, 
and  other  clinics,  are  partially  supported  by  fi- 
nancial assistance  from  World  Neighbors. 


Experimental  mission  farms  help  poor  farmers  improve  their  breeds  of  cattle  and  get 
better  yields  from  their  land.  Such  projects  demonstrate  our  Christian  concern  for  the 
whole  man. 


One  project  that  continues  to  make  an  effective 
contribution  to  education  is  the  hostel  in  Par- 
naiba.  Young  people,  who  would  not  otherwise 
receive  an  education,  are  boarded  in  this  home- 
away-from-home,  and  have  an  opportunity  to 
prepare  for  responsible  Christian  citizenship.  One 
girl  has  completed  the  Normal  Course,  and  is  now 
teaching;  others  are  studying  to  be  teachers.  One 


Itinerant  Brazilian  doctors  and  nurses  are  also 
carrying  out  a medical  ministry.  They  may  have 
fixed  points  of  call,  such  as  the  fishing  village  near 
the  city  of  Sao  Luiz.  A doctor  from  the  capital 
visits  there  regularly.  But  others  travel  from  place 
to  place,  sometimes  accompanying  the  evangelist. 
This  gives  them  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate 
Christ's  love  and  ministry. 
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A number  of  years  ago  a hospital  was  estab- 
lished in  Dourados,  Mato  Grosso.  Today,  an  au- 
tonomous board  of  directors  administers  it,  the 
mission  continuing  to  share  in  this  responsibility, 
along  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Brazil  on 
both  the  Assembly  and  local  level.  The  hospital 
is  in  a phase  of  development  and  growth,  con- 
tinuing to  minister  to  a very  large  area  in  that 
section  of  Brazil. 

Agricultural— The  cattle  program  conducted  in 
several  areas  has  two  aspects.  On  the  one  hand, 
it  helps  improve  both  the  breed  of  cattle  and  the 
pasture;  and  on  the  other,  it  brings  together  those 
who  have  cattle  and  no  land,  and  those  who  have 


New  Forms  of  Mission-The  mission  is  building 
on  foundations  laid  in  former  years.  The  good 
news  has  been  proclaimed,  and  the  Church 
strengthened  and  extended.  However,  this  being 
a New  Day  with  new  opportunities  and  chal- 
lenges, the  mission  is  seeking  new  ways  of  carry- 
ing out  its  commission.  The  mission  is  endeavor- 
ing to  meet  Brazilians  where  they  are,  to  speak 
to  them  in  a way  they  will  understand,  and  to 
minister  to  their  real  needs— all  in  the  name  of 
Christ  and  for  the  increase  of  His  Kingdom;  an- 
nouncing the  good  news  by  word  and  deed,  with 
the  intent  of  ministering  to  the  whole  man. 

For  example,  one  region  is  experimenting  with 
a Mobile  Bible  Institute.  This  is  not  a library 


Housing  Development  Evangelism  is  an  important  innovation  in  a country  mushroom- 
ing with  new  communities. 


land  and  no  cattle— to  their  mutual  benefit,  and 
the  economic  improvement  of  the  country. 

The  mission  also  carries  out  an  agricultural 
ministry  through  a farm  it  owns.  Here  improved 
methods  of  farming  are  demonstrated  and  better 
strains  of  crops  developed.  One  such  project  is 
seeking  a presbytery  base,  in  an  effort  to  secure 
the  cooperation  of  that  body  in  extending  its 
service  over  a wide  area. 


carried  about  on  wheels,  but  a group  of  conse- 
crated persons  sharing  with  the  Christian  com- 
munity (from  place  to  place)  their  concern  for 
lay  leadership  in  the  life  and  work  of  the  Church. 
Classes  are  held  in  the  daytime,  and  evangelistic 
services  at  night,  for  a week  in  each  place.  Both 
instruction  and  inspiration  are  given,  with  the 
result  that  the  Church  grows  in  both  strength  and 
numbers. 
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The  mission  has  also  undertaken  what  may  be 
called  Housing  Development  Evangelism.  In  one 
of  the  capital  cities,  a small  church  was  planted 
in  an  underprivileged  section  of  town.  The  con- 
gregation has  grown  slowly,  but  steadily.  It  now 
finds  that  a large  housing  development  has  ap- 
peared on  the  other  side  of  the  highway,  provid- 
ing a tremendous  opportunity  (and  responsibility) 
for  Christian  witness.  This  is  but  one  of  a number 
of  such  opportunities,  as  the  Brazilian  government 
attempts  to  overcome  the  housing  shortage  for 
low-income  families. 

In  a northern  capital  city,  radio  and  TV  programs 
are  being  utilized  in  an  effort  to  take  the  good 
news  where  people  are.  Literacy  classes  are  held 
in  strategic  locations.  Health  and  hygiene  are 
being  taught.  Funds  have  been  provided  (on  a 
loan  basis)  for  the  purchase  of  a fishing  boat, 
which  will  give  a source  of  income  to  one  of  the 
villages  on  the  coast.  It  will  enable  the  fishermen. 


not  only  to  support  themselves  and  pay  off  the 
loan,  but  also  to  build  a small  chapel. 

In  another  area  of  northeast  Brazil,  two  of  our 
directors  of  Christian  education  began  a new 
ministry  to  three  fishing  villages.  Although  this 
was  just  prior  to  Christmas,  there  were  no  signs 
of  celebration  or  even  of  awareness  of  the  birth 
of  Christ.  The  good  news  was  proclaimed  by  these 
two  young  ladies  and  Christmas  programs  were 
presented  in  all  three  villages.  Many  heard  for  the 
first  time  the  message  of  Christ's  love  and  mercy. 
This  was  followed  by  a series  of  vacation  Bible 
schools,  in  an  effort  to  emphasize,  strengthen  and 
extend  the  Christmas  message. 

The  work  along  the  Belem-Brasilia  highway 
continues  to  demand  the  attention  of  the  mission. 
At  the  northern  end,  there  has  been  an  encourag- 
ing increase  in  the  number  of  Brazilian  workers 
who  have  joined  ranks  with  us  in  this  primitive 
and  needy  area.  Population  along  the  highway 


The  ABC  Crusade,  a mass  literacy  campaign  in  Northeast  Brazil,  was  launched  by  our 
Agnes  Erskine  School.  But  it  has  outgrown  our  mission  institution  and  is  now  being 
sponsored  by  the  Brazilian  government  and  our  government's  AID  program.  However 
one  of  our  missionaries,  on  loan,  directs  the  Crusade. 
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The  Christian  Leadership  Program  ministers  to  leaders  in  Brazilian  industry  and  govern- 
ment. Governor  Hulett  C.  Smith  of  West  Virginia,  an  elder  in  our  Church,  was  one 
of  the  visitors  who  "touched  base"  with  the  Program  in  recent  years.  This  picture 
shows  the  Governor  and  Mrs.  Smith  arriving  in  Sao  Paulo. 


continues  to  increase  and  presents  a continu- 
ing challenge.  The  mission's  coordinator  for 
the  work  along  the  northern  section  reports  a 
good  response  to  the  faithful  witness  of  the  dedi- 
cated personnel. 

Along  the  southern  end  of  the  highway,  which 
actually  covers  about  two  thirds  of  the  distance 
between  Brasilia  and  Belem,  the  missionary  evan- 
gelists have  had  to  confine  their  activities  to  de- 
veloping work  already  started  rather  than  opening 
up  new  fields.  This,  despite  the  calls  from  many 
in  remote  areas  to  come  over  and  help  them.  On 
rare  occasions  exceptions  occur. 

Recently  a Brazilian  lay  evangelist  was  travelling 
along  the  BR-14  when  he  discovered  a group  of 
30  church  members  without  pastoral  care.  He  was 
greeted  with  such  enthusiasm  that  he  offered  the 
group  a promise  of  a regular  program  of  visitation. 


As  a result,  a city  block  has  been  given  for  the 
construction  of  a chapel. 

Another  field  which  is  developing  is  that  of  the 
Sao  Francisco  River  Valley.  A missionary  evangelist 
is  based  in  Pirapora  and  serves  a large  rural  field. 
He  is  assisted  by  several  Brazilian  lay  evangelists, 
located  in  strategic  points  in  the  field.  The 
groundwork  was  laid  by  the  former  missionary 
resident  in  this  area,  and  the  present  missionary 
evangelist  is  building  on  that  foundation.  A 
number  of  congregations  have  been  established, 
and  now  sanctuaries  and  schools  are  being  built. 
Air  strips  are  a necessary  part  of  this  building 
program  to  enable  the  missionary  pilot  to  increase 
his  availability  and  effectiveness. 

The  Christian  Leadership  Program-The  Chris- 
tian Leadership  Program,  which  has  been  in  an 
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experimental  stage  up  to  the  present  time,  has 
proven  its  worth.  It  ministers  to  leaders  in  both 
government  and  industry,  with  the  base  of  opera- 
tions located  in  the  new  federal  capital,  Brasilia. 
From  there,  it  has  reached  out  to  the  former  fed- 
eral capital,  Rio  de  laneiro,  to  the  great  industrial 
center,  Sao  Paulo,  and  to  other  large  cities 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Brazil.  As 
a result,  the  mission  has  decided  to  make  this  a 
part  of  its  overall  program,  and  has  assigned  a 
second  couple  to  it. 

A “first"  for  fhis  Program  was  the  Presidential 
Prayer  Luncheon  held  in  1968.  It  was  on  a limited 
scale,  but  both  non-partisan  and  non-sectarian, 
and  held  in  the  presidential  palace.  A second 
Prayer  Luncheon  is  slated  in  1969,  on  a much 
wider  scale,  with  the  participation  of  leaders  from 
both  government  and  industry. 

Steel  Mill  Area  —The  Church  continues  to  grow 
m the  steel  mill  area,  in  and  around  the  boom- 
town  of  Coronel  Fabriciano.  This  is  the  principal 
community  in  what  is  known  as  the  "Valley  of 
fhe  Steel",  a center  of  industry  that  continues  to 
attract  laborers  from  other  parts  of  Brazil.  Preach- 


ing points  have  been  established,  church  school 
classes  started  and  churches  organized.  Buildings 
have  been  erected  wherever  land  could  be  ob- 
tained. This  construction  program  is  now  on  the 
increase  as  the  companies  are  beginning  to  make 
more  property  available  to  the  mission. 

Four  churches  have  been  organized,  each  being 
the  center  of  a field  that  has  a resident  Brazilian 
pastor.  A kind  of  "pre-presbytery"  has  been 
formed.  It  serves  as  a training  ground  for  both 
the  Brazilian  pastors  and  the  laymen  in  the 
churches.  The  women  of  the  church  have  their 
area  organization,  as  do  the  young  people. 

Stewardship  has  taken  on  a unique  form  in  the 
nearby  Northeast  Minas  Field.  Flere  we  find  the 
Harvest  Festival  not  only  talked  about  but  also 
practiced.  The  first  of  these  "Ingatherings"  was 
held  in  1967  and  repeated  in  1968  with  very  posi- 
tive results.  Ready  cash  is  not  available  but,  when 
the  crops  are  harvested,  the  members  of  the  com- 
munity (whether  Protestant  or  not)  bring  their 
offerings  to  the  church.  In-kind  gifts  the  second 
year  almost  doubled  those  of  the  first. 

In  this  rural  field,  young  people  from  a Cam- 
pinas, Sao  Paulo  church  have  given  of  their  time 
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and  talents  to  perform  volunteer  service.  Two 
Campinas  girls  gave  three  weeks  of  their  school 
vacation  for  the  purpose  of  holding  vacation  Bible 
schools.  Their  only  reward  was  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  they  filled  a need  that  otherwise 
would  not  have  been  met.  Later,  a young  man 
from  the  same  city  church  spent  his  week's  vaca- 
tion witnessing  to  the  student  population  of  the 
town  of  Guanhaes.  The  resident  missionary  testi- 
fied to  the  effectiveness  of  this  service. 

Another  experiment,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Brazil,  is  the  Team  Ministry 
being  undertaken  in  the  southland.  On  invitation 
from  the  Board  of  National  Missions  of  the  Brazil- 
ian Church,  three  couples  from  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  one  couple  from  our  mission  have  joined  the 
Brazilian  pastor  in  the  capital  city  of  Porto  Alegre. 
Based  in  this  city,  the  team  ministers  to  a large 
area  that  extends  to  the  north  and  west.  The  PCUS 
member  of  the  team  has  been  assigned  to  an  area 
in  a working  class  section  of  the  southern  part 
of  the  city.  No  other  church  is  laboring  there, 
which  is  almost  a half  hour's  drive  from  the  parent 
Presbyterian  church.  The  Brazilian  pastor  of  this 


church  has  assigned  two  of  his  elders  to  cooperate 
in  the  formation  of  the  neighborhood  church.  He 
has  also  transferred  those  members  who  live  in 
the  given  area.  Property  has  been  bought  and 
remodeling  is  underway  to  provide  Sunday  school 
space  as  well  as  a preaching  hall. 

This  team  ministry  dramatizes  the  fact  that 
"foreign"  missionaries  are  a part  of  the  national 
missions  program  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Brazil.  Until  now,  missionaries  have  worked 
largely  on  the  geographical  frontier,  but  the  time 
has  come  when  we  are  called  upon  to  occupy 
other  frontiers. 

Conclusion— These  are  the  ways  in  which  the 
Brazil  Mission  has  proclaimed  the  good  news  in 
the  year  that  has  just  come  to  a close.  Not  all 
missionary  work  is  done  through  institutions,  or- 
ganizations or  programs.  The  personal  work  re- 
ports show  as  many  types  of  service  as  there  are 
missionaries— the  many  ways  there  are  to  serve 
our  Lord  and  live  the  love  of  Christ.  The  old,  old 
story  is  ever  new,  and  it  meets  the  oldest  need 
of  the  newest  man— new  men  in  Christ,  who  work 
for  Him. 


Steel  Mill  areas  and  mining  towns  present  the 
Church  with  wonderful  opportunities.  Laborers 
are  flocking  to  these  locations  for  work.  Preaching 
points  have  been  started  in  some  and  church 
school  classes,  but  additional  ministers  and 
trained  laymen  are  needed. 
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Beside  every  ribbon  of  toll  highway  in  Mexico 
runs  a paved,  adequate  road  that's  free.  The  two 
symbolize,  in  a way,  a truth  about  our  neighbor 
to  the  south;  her  progressive  citizens  are  eager 
to  arrive  at  a thoroughly  modern  society  but  they 
want  the  underpriviledged  to  come  along  with 
them.  Under  a government  sympathetic  to  the 
needs  and  desires  of  its  working  class  people, 
Mexico  has  become  one  of  the  most  stable  coun- 
tries in  Latin  America.  This,  despite  the  student 
riots  that  threatened,  but  did  not  disrupt,  the 
Olympic  games  in  1968. 

Here  various  Protestant  denominations  (Meth- 
odists, Presbyterians,  Disciples  of  Christ,  Friends, 
etc.)  work  together  in  harmony.  In  the  early  1900's 
a comity  agreement  known  as  "The  Cincinnati 
Plan"  kept  the  denominations  laboring  in  as- 
signed areas.  But  as  national  churches  emerged 
out  of  missionary  endeavors,  they  asked  that  the 
agreement  be  set  aside. 

Thus  today  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Mexico 
spans  the  country.  Under  its  direction  serve  some 
35  missionaries  of  our  Church.  While  the  majority 
of  them  are  in  four  states  in  the  Southwest,  the 
area  of  the  1914  agreement,  others  have  gone 
north  to  Chihuahua  and  south  to  Campeche. 
Several  have  been  assigned  urban  work  in  strate- 
gic cities. 

Urban-Mex/co  C/fy-Capital  and  nerve  center  of 
the  nation,  Mexico  City  is  also  a strategic  location 
for  the  church.  A Presbyterian  seminary  is  here 
as  well  as  a school  offering  training  in  Christian 
education  and  several  large  congregations.  Here, 
also,  is  the  General  Assembly's  Department  of 
Christian  Education.  One  of  our  missionaries  is 
working  full  time  with  this  Department,  which 
is  carrying  out  a number  of  important  responsi- 
bilities. It  conducts  leadership  training  institutes 
all  over  the  country.  It  also  conducts  these  by 
remote  control,  so  to  speak,  via  an  expanding 
correspondence  course.  Church  school  teachers 
with  little  experience  are  given  aid  in  preparing 
lessons. 

This  Department  conducted  the  biennial  church 
school  convention  in  Monterrey  in  1968;  the  fifty 
delegates  who  attended  participated  eagerly  in 
the  thoughtful  discussions  and  carefully  planned 
workshops. 

Chihuahua— One  of  our  missionary  families 
moved  to  northern  Mexico  in  the  middle  of  1967. 
In  less  than  a year  a congregation  was  organized. 
Besides  assisting  this  new  chapel,  the  couple  has 
made  their  home  a center  for  visitors  from  many 
denominations  and  backgrounds.  Seeking  fellow- 
ship and  encouragement,  the  group  meets  for 
Bible  study  and  prayer.  This  ministry  has  brought 
fruitful  results  in  the  strengthening  of  those  al- 


ready Christian  and  the  conversion  of  others,  es- 
pecially young  people.  The  couple  has  also  con- 
ducted Bible  studies  for  children  and  commenced 
a ministry  among  prisoners. 

Guac/a/ayara— Following  several  years  of  ground 
work,  a church  was  organized  in  Mexico's  second 
largest  city  on  |uly  14, 1968.  It  will  be  an  important 
base  for  reaching  out  to  students,  businessmen 
and  other  city  dwellers.  Missionary  personnel  is 
assisting  the  church. 

Acapulco— A playground  for  the  international  jet 
set,  Acapulco  is  also  the  fastest  growing  city  in 
the  state  of  Guerrero  and  the  trade  center  for  a 
large  population  up  and  down  the  Pacific  Coast. 
It  is  crowded  with  people  of  diverse  social  levels. 
Sailors  from  many  countries  dock  at  the  port; 
many  English-speaking  residents  have  no  church 
relationship.  Here  one  of  our  missionary  couples 
is  assisting  in  leadership  training  in  a local  church 
so  that  the  members  themselves  can  do  more.  The 
couple  has  offered  Bibles  to  the  various  resort 
hotels  in  the  area  and  these  have  been  graciously 
received.  They  ran  out  of  Bibles,  they  report,  be- 
fore they  did  hotels.  They  also  supervise  the  |ohn 
and  Madge  Wood  Youth  Camps  held  annually 
between  Christmas  and  New  Year's. 

Student  Work  —One  finds  students  everywhere 
now  in  Mexico,  but  especially  in  the  cities.  Con- 
sequently one  of  the  important  phases  of  any 
city-church  program  is  ministry  to  students.  In 
Monterrey,  Mexico's  third  largest  city,  some  14,000 
young  people  are  enrolled  in  a polytechnic  insti- 
tute. Senior  Saul  Tijerina,  pastor  of  the  Good  She- 
pherd Church  there,  dreams  of  a university  center 
when  money  and  land  are  available.  Already  a 
group  of  thirty  students  constitute  an  interested 
nucleus.  Some  of  fhem  have  come  in  contact  with 
the  Church  through  the  friendship  of  one  of  our 
missionaries  who  is,  himself,  enrolled  in  studies. 

Another  important  student  locale  is  Guadalajara 
where  one  finds  the  University  of  lalisco.  lust  two 
blocks  from  the  edge  of  the  University's  property, 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  City  (mentioned 
earlier)  helps  maintain  a student  center.  It  is  a 
rented  house  that  provides  a place  for  reading, 
snacking  and  talking.  By  the  end  of  1968,  there 
were  enough  students  coming  to  form  a student 
council,  which  will  help  plan  future  programs  for 
the  center.  These  will  probably  have  an  increas- 
ingly international  flavor,  because  more  and  more 
students  from  ofher  Latin  American  countries  and 
the  United  States  are  now  attending  the  Univer- 
sity. 

One  of  our  missionaries  in  Morelia  is  taking  a 
medical  course  at  the  University  there.  Although 
the  institution  is  reputed  to  be  anti-American,  bur 
missionary  reports:  "I  have  never  been  treated  any 
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The  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary  in  Mexico  City  aspires  to  enrich  its  training 
through  a building  and  development  program.  The  President  of  the  Seminary  is  shown 
here  explaining  a model  of  the  proposed  program. 


Middle  class  residential  areas  are  rising  rapidly  as  cities  in  Mexico  expand.  This  one 
in  Guadalajara  presents  both  an  opportunity  and  responsibility  to  the  recently-formed 
church  there. 
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kinder  or  felt  more  comfortable  or  more  accepted 
in  any  situation."  He  appreciates  the  opportuni- 
ties to  witness  and  be  of  service  which  his  cir- 
cumstances afford,  adding:  "In  a state  university 
you  see  a group  of  young  people  interested  in 
the  future  of  their  country  and  the  future  of  their 
neighbors.  They  plan  to  change  old  unfair  ways 
so  to  bring  an  end  to  the  hunger  for  food  and 
justice." 

Presbyterian  hostels  in  the  states  of  Michoacan, 
Mexico,  Morelos  and  Guerrero  provide  places  for 
students  to  live  while  attending  school  away  from 
home.  Few  schools  in  the  country  have  dormitor- 
ies. Through  these  hostels  the  Church  can  offer 
a Christian  environment  to  young  Mexicans.  In- 
creasingly the  National  Church  is  assuming  finan- 
cial and  administrative  responsibility  tor  these 
homes.  Increased  tuition  is  required  from  the 
students  themselves  to  cover  a larger  portion  of 
the  cost. 

Church  Growth  and  Leadership  Training-The 

Presbytery  of  the  North  is  sending  some  of  its 


ministers  from  older  established  churches  into 
areas  new  for  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  every 
case,  growth  has  been  encouraging.  During  1967, 
1968,  congregations  were  established  in  TJjuana, 
Nogales  and  Chihuahua.  There  are  also  outpost 
groups  in  Piedras  Negras  and  Nuevo  Laredo  and 
a new  venture  among  Mexicans  in  Brownsville, 
Texas. 

Shifting  from  the  north  to  the  south,  we  find 
a strong  stewardship  program  underway  in  Cam- 
peche. One  of  our  missionaries  is  conducting 
institutes  among  the  53  congregations  of  the 
presbytery. 

Two  able  young  ministers  have  come  from  the 
Seminary  to  this  area,  strengthening  the  leader- 
ship. One  of  them  moved  into  a field  that  had 
had  no  regular  ministry  for  a long  time.  He  arrived 
just  as  the  government  started  working  on  the 
first  highway  into  the  area;  formerly  it  was 
reached  only  by  a long  boat  trip.  The  highway 
brings  added  promise  to  the  territory. 

The  Rev.  Etrain  Buenfil  returned  to  Campeche 
after  two  years  of  study  at  the  Presbyterian  School 


Student  work  in  Guadajara  appears  promising.  A newly-formed  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  city  has  rented  a house  near  the  University  of  Jalisco.  Here  students  can  come 
to  talk  and  snack  and  discuss  the  deeper  meanings  behind  their  courses. 
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An  annual  Youth  Camp  held  on  the  beaches  of  Acapulco  draws  young  people  to  the 
famous  playground  city  between  Christmas  and  New  Year's. 


of  Christian  Education  in  Richmond,  Virginia.  His 
training  was  sponsored  by  the  Board  of  World 
Missions  and  should  serve  the  Church  well. 

Because  Campeche  is  experiencing  poverty,  fi- 
nancial help  is  being  given.  Two  hundred  dollars 
was  invested  in  a project  to  raise  chickens.  Half 
of  the  profits  from  it  will  go,  it  is  hoped,  to  similar 
ventures  that  will  improve  the  economic  condi- 
tions of  the  churchmen  by  reducing  their  depen- 
dence on  uncertain  crops. 

In  Ometepec,  a loan  fund  administered  by  the 
church  is  enabling  several  families  to  undertake 
small  business  operations.  This  has  given  them 
new  hope  of  breaking  out  of  their  hand-to-mouth 
existence. 

One  of  our  missionaries  is  giving  full  time  at- 
tention to  leadership  training  and  instruction  in 
Christian  discipleship  in  the  Ometepec  and 
Pacific  Coast  area.  There  are  only  a few  organized 
churches  in  this  rather  mountainous  territory,  but 
many  small  groups  of  believers. 


In  the  Presbytery  Bible  School  at  Villahermosa, 
our  missionary  works  with  national  teachers.  One 
of  the  highlights  of  1968  was  a tour  made  by  the 
School's  choir.  Supervised  by  a new  faculty 
member,  a graduate  of  the  department  of  sacred 
music  of  the  Seminary  in  Mexico  City,  the  tour 
received  a thousand  pesos  more  than  their  ex- 
penses. 

Two  missionaries  made  a quick  trip  to  Guate- 
mala to  learn  more  about  the  Presbyterian 
church's  program  of  extension  classes  there.  They 
found  that  these  have  been  so  successful  in  train- 
ing leadership  that  they  have  largely  replaced  the 
residence  program  in  the  Guatemala  seminary  and 
Bible  schools.  As  a result  of  this  trip,  the  Tobasco 
school  is  experimenting  with  such  classes.  Present 
plans  call  for  classes  in  Villahermosa  on  Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday  and  in  surrounding  towns 
on  Tuesday  and  Thursday.  The  initial  endeavors 
have  been  received  with  much  enthusiasm. 
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The  Teloloapan  Bible  School,  at  present,  offers 
three  types  of  courses:  three  years  of  instruction 
for  preparing  lay  workers;  three  years  beyond 
regular  Bible  school  training  to  prepare  students 
for  ordination;  and  two-week  courses  for  young 
people  and  a two-week  institute  for  lay  workers 
and  local  leaders.  The  faculty  have  also  helped 
with  institutes  in  various  parts  of  the  Presbytery. 
These  are  encouraging  to  congregations  infre- 
quently visited  by  a pastor. 

Medical  Work— Our  two  hospitals,  Sanatorio  La 
Luz  in  Morelia  and  Sanatorio  de  la  Amistad  in 
Ometepec,  continue  their  witness  of  healing  and 
teaching.  During  1967,  1968  La  Luz  cared  for  4,276 
bed  patients  averaging  six  days'  care  plus  many 
more  out-patients.  The  Hospital's  school  of  nurs- 
ing had  78  students,  30  of  them  in  the  graduating 
class. 


The  Hospital  de  la  Amistad  celebrated  its  tenth 
anniversary  in  1968  with  a special  service.  But  its 
eye  is  on  the  future.  It  is  offering  a course  in 
practical  nursing,  planned  especially  to  meet  the 
medical  needs  of  the  area.  Some  of  those  who 
complete  the  course  will  serve  the  Hospital;  the 
others  will  assist  the  doctors  at  various  out-clinics. 

New  Ventures  and  Special  Opportunities-A 

disastrous  flood  that  hit  the  area  around  Omete- 
pec propelled  our  missionaries  into  relief  action. 
They  obtained  clothing  and  food  from  Mexico 
City  churches  and  carried  these,  along  with  new 
seeds  and  medicines,  into  hard-hit  villages.  They 
accompanied  mercy  planes  as  guides  and  inter- 
preters. The  Hospital,  de  la  Amistad,  and  nearby 
residences  became  receiving  and  sorting  head- 
quarters for  incoming  supplies.  When  word  of  the 
flood  reached  the  Board  in  Nashville,  a special 


Our  Hospital  de  la  Amistad  celebrated  its  tenth  anniversary  in  1968.  In  the  meantime 
our  larger  hospital  in  Morelia,  Sanatorio  La  Luz,  was  training  78  nursing  students  and 
caring  for  over  4,000  patients. 


MEXICO 


One  of  our  missionaries  accepted  a position  as 
personnel  supervisor  in  a large  investment  com- 
pany in  Mexico  City,  because  of  the  unusual  op- 
portunities for  witness  it  offered  her. 


Dr.  Melchor  Diaz,  director  of  our  hospital  Sana- 
torio  La  Luz,  became  mayor  of  Morelia  in  1968. 
He  had  previously  been  a congressman  from  the 
district. 
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appropriation  was  dispatched  for  the  emergency. 
A new  work  developing  in  the  town  of  Buenos 
Aires  is  a result  of  this  flood  relief. 

Another  special  opportunity  for  witness  is  being 
exercised  by  a young  woman  who  went  to  Mexico 
several  years  ago  as  a missionary  of  our  Church. 
Assigned  in  Mexico  City,  she  found  her  confacfs 
limifed  fo  Mexican  Chrisfians  and  this  concerned 
her.  She  was  invited  to  become  a personnel  su- 
pervisor in  a large  investment  office  in  the  heart 
of  fhe  City.  Still  a missionary,  she  accepted.  En- 
thusiastic about  the  challenge  and  outreach  her 
position  afforded,  she  offered  her  resignation  to 
the  Board  late  in  1968.  While  her  resignation  was 
accepted  officially,  she  remains  in  every  sense  of 
the  word,  a missionary. 

Political  opportunities  are  opening  up  for  Pres- 
byterian nationals.  Dr.  Melchor  Diaz,  director  of 
Sanatorio  La  Luz,  won  the  election  for  the  office 
of  Mayor  of  Morelia,  hie  has  previously  served  one 


term  as  congressman  from  his  district  and  been 
director  of  the  campaign  for  the  governor  of  the 
state  of  Tabasco. 

The  new  governor  of  Campeche  has  appointed 
a retired  general  who  is  a Presbyterian  as  head 
of  the  state  police  force.  The  general  studied  in 
our  Seminary  in  Mexico  City  many  years  ago,  but 
decided  on  a military  career.  Now,  against  great 
odds,  he  is  seeking  to  foster  moral  principles 
among  the  force. 

Conclusion-Healing,  learning,  friendship  and 
new  life  are  issuing  from  many  of  the  endeavors 
of  the  Church  of  Mexico.  But  it  is  surrounded  by 
a throbbing,  searching,  fast-growing  population. 
Thus  the  prayer  of  those  involved  in  the  Church 
(and  those  who  observe  with  discernment)  is  that 
greater  dedication,  increased  wisdom  and  better 
support  will  hasten  the  spread  of  ministries  pro- 
foundly needed. 


